
We asked… God responded through you!

UBTS has an impressive history of Spirit-led 
strategic leadership. For a decade, the Seminary 
has focused its mission on high-quality teaching and 
mentoring – instilling in students Biblical, Missional, 
and Accountable core values that equip them to 
serve and strengthen their local churches. 

In 2020-21, UBTS President Slavik Pyzh and his team 
ably adapted to the challenges of the COVID-19 
global pandemic. UBTS developed a hybrid on-line/
in-person program to teach and mentor students as 
shifting government protocols allowed. This created 
a robust communication network comprised of over 
2,000 students and alumni throughout Ukraine –  
a network that was in-place and ready for what 
came next. 

The war in Ukraine changed everything. Early 
in 2022, UBTS leaders knew from experience that 
a Russian invasion would create a huge refugee 
crisis. We asked for the funds needed to help 
UBTS prepare and God responded through your 
generous donations! UBTS purchased humanitarian 
supplies and fuel to stock a refugee center. When 
the war began, UBTS suspended on-campus classes 
and repurposed its facilities to provide shelter and 
care for people fleeing west to L’viv – most of 
them women, children, and the elderly. UBTS also 
provided relocation services and transportation to 
Poland and other countries.

“Whatever you did for one of the least of these  
brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me.” 

Matthew 25:40
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As the war continued, UBTS cities beyond L’viv 
were in desperate need of humanitarian aid.  
So, UBTS began transporting essential supplies 
to those cities using its network of students and 
alumni to distribute the aid. As shown on the map, 
this humanitarian relief initiative has expanded 
beyond L’viv to many more areas of need 
throughout Ukraine. 

Enabled by your prayers and financial support  
UBTS has:

• served more than 10,000 refugees in L’viv
• helped 7,000 refugees relocate abroad
• distributed more than 250 tons of 

humanitarian aid
• aided more than 35,000 people throughout 

Ukraine utilizing its student/alumni 
network

The UBTS team has been the hands and feet of 
Jesus in this crisis – demonstrating God’s love for 
all people in deeply practical ways. Praise God – 
and thank you for your commitment and generosity 
that enabled this to happen. 

Humanitarian aid locations

After more than five months of war with Russia, 
there is no clear resolution in sight. But UBTS is 
again adapting. First, they plan to restart Seminary 
classes this fall. Also, UBTS is introducing a new 
program to help Ukrainians recover from the trauma 
they’re experiencing. Finally, UBTS is expanding 
the humanitarian aid distribution network to help 
Ukrainians rebuild their homes and devastated 
communities. A brief description of these three 
initiative s follows.    

Restarting UBTS Classes: The situation in L’viv 
has stabilized somewhat and UBTS will resume 
academic operations unless the war zone expands 
to Central and West Ukraine. This summer, UBTS 
will hold graduation ceremonies for students in 
several programs. Classes at UBTS will resume this 
fall and they are expecting over 1,000 students to 
participate. UBTS also will continue to serve as a hub 
for distributing humanitarian aid when required. 
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Providing Counseling Services and Training:  
You’ve seen the devastation and heard refugees 
describe the impact of the war on their lives. Homes, 
schools, hospitals, churches, stores, and roads are 
destroyed. Families are uprooted and separated. 
Employment, farming, industry, and commerce are 
severely disrupted. People have lost the sense of 
security and normalcy that marked their lives just a 
few months ago. In a word all are traumatized,  
many severely. 

UBTS/UPF is addressing these trauma needs by 
providing various Christian Counseling services. 
We are committed to caring for the emotional needs 
of UBTS staff, students, and volunteers, as well as 
offering training and support to local communities. 
We are bringing small teams of Trauma Specialists 
to Ukraine to train students, pastors, and other 
church leaders as Trauma Helpers. The training will 
equip them to encourage and assist people, and help 
those needing a higher level of support connect with 
Trauma Counselors for more in-depth care.

Establishing WeCare Centers: UBTS students and 
alumni who have been delivering humanitarian aid 
throughout Ukraine recognized that people returning 
to damaged homes and disrupted communities have 
no way to get the roofing, windows, and other building 
materials needed to secure damaged homes against cold, 
inclement weather that will soon set in. UBTS is able to 
purchase and deliver those materials through its existing 
distribution network. 

As a result, UBTS is partnering with local churches, 
businesses, and community organizations in strategic 
areas to set up WeCare Centers that will provide 
humanitarian aid, basic building materials and other 
supplies and services to meet the community’s most 
pressing needs. The intent is for WeCare Centers to be 
recognized as trusted platforms that other organizations, 
including international ones, can partner with to help 
Ukrainians rebuild thriving communities. These Centers 
also will be used by trained Trauma Helpers to minister 
in the community.

The first Prototype WeCare Centers are already being 
established in five very different locations. The lessons 
learned in these Centers will inform the requirements 
and procedures to be incorporated into a training 
program for WeCare leaders that will be administered 
by the UBTS Institute of Leadership, Management, and 
Coaching. WeCare Centers will be established in other 
strategic locations as capabilities permit. 
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Thank you for your prayers and support

We are again trusting God to make a way for UBTS leaders to fulfill their plans and 
continue serving the people He loves and longs to make His own. While we earnestly 
pray for that great miracle that will end the war, we will continue to ask for financial 
support, trusting God will again and again respond through you. 

We ask you to prayerfully consider making a gift to help UBTS stand strong and 
continue to honor God by demonstrating His goodness in the face of evil. Please use 
the enclosed card to make your gift or visit the UPF website: UPFmissions.org.
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How you can continue to help:
• Continue to pray for a miracle in Ukraine.

• Pray for the physical, emotional, and spiritual health and 
wellbeing of the UBTS team.

• Ask your family, friends, and colleagues to join you in 
making a gift to UBTS.

• Share this opportunity to support God’s work in Ukraine 
with your church’s Mission Board, Sunday School classes, 
youth ministry, and community groups.

• Organize a special event (backyard carnival, bake sale, car 
wash, etc.) and set a goal to raise funds for UBTS. 

• Ask guests at a birthday party or other special occasion to 
make a donation to UBTS in lieu of a gift to the honoree.

• Spread the word about how UBTS is working in Ukraine by 
posting this link to the UPF website to your social media 
accounts: www.UPFmissions.org.

See a special message from UBTS President 
Slavik Pyzh about plans to continue 
responding to the crisis in Ukraine.

Your prayers and financial 
support have been 
invaluable. You have seen 
and heard how UBTS has 
become a light in the 
darkness to thousands 
of Ukrainians – revealing 
the love of God. Your 
generosity enabled that. 
Even though the war may 
recede from the headlines 
in the U.S., its destructive 
impact in Ukraine continues 
unabated. The need is great 
– but our God is greater!




